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[.LONDON (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 1s resigning as a joint winner of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) Awards for a second time after refusing to publish a report on sexual and reproductive health in Nigeria and Uzbekistan. The fund, which 1s a
member of a steering committee that organises the annual global awards, decided this year to boycott the ceremony, believing that the publications breached
confidentiality obligations. “It’s disheartening that the UNFPA feels compelled to withdraw from its award nomination despite our discussions with them on
how to implement the commitments to increasing local ownership and contributions to the achievement of the MDGs. Our steering committee will closely
monitor the situation,” said the director general of the global health agency, Dr Babatunde Osotimehin, in a statement. The fund, which was set up 1n 2002 to
promote family planning, reproductive health and sexual health, has won the prize for the work it has done in China, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
and Nicaragua in the past. In September, the fund withdrew from the awards over a report, published by Thomson Reuters, which alleged that sex trade
workers 1in Uzbekistan and Nigeria were forced to participate in unsafe abortions because of a lack of access to contraception and reproductive health
services. Tamar Starr, a senior international policy analyst at Human Rights Watch, criticized the fund for pulling out of the awards. “UNFPA has made such
a bad impression on these people that I don’t think they’re going to come to the UNFPA, the think-tank of it, and be protected,” she told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. The fund said that because the editorial process had not started for the award winners, 1t could not comment on the reports, or 333713323
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