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love in New Zealand New Zealand's
unique prison system is a last resort

for many young offenders, with many
having been locked up before they
turned 18, and many more in the

system since. In the first of a three-
part series on the unique prison
system and how to reform it, Phil

Duncan, the chief executive of the
New Zealand Prisoners' Association,

reveals why an estimated 10 per cent
of the country's youth has been jailed

before they turn 18. The second
instalment looks at former prisoners
and how their lives are changing and
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explains why it's not quite clear what
role prison does for offenders. It is

estimated there are more than 5,000
ex-convicts in New Zealand's high

security prisons. The final instalment
looks at the many young people who
are locked up in the country's many

youth detention centres. Unfortunately
for all those who want to reform the
prison system, there are not many

obvious ways out. The only suggestion
came in New Zealand's most

controversial case, the Stevenson v
Rau case, where a six-week sentence
was overturned on the grounds that
the offender was unfit. There have
been calls for the bill that will be

introduced next month to address the
issues in the Stevenson case to be

made retrospective. Prison system a
victim of many factors Phil Duncan,
chief executive of the New Zealand
Prisoners' Association Judges have

been reluctant to follow the
recommendations of the Sentencing
Commission, which is why we have a
prison system with a lot of juvenile
prisoners. We have, for example, a

prison system with very long
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