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person who has exalted himself above the ordinary
level of human achievement. At first the institution of

a household deity was special in that the priests
consecrated to serve the deity personally had this high
destiny and established themselves outside the house.

This gave them a "sacred" character, for they could
not be touched by the wife, children, or subjects. They

were entitled to enter the house only to make
offerings to the deity or to perform religious rites in
which the priest served alone, and they conducted

these rites in the presence of the deity. These priests
lived in a separate house outside the house. At first
this sanctity and authority were fairly restricted, and

the priest had no privileged physical contact with
those of the household, except at the time of

performance of religious rites. Soon, however, the
priest naturally desired to share the power which had
been given to him by the common people, and also to
share the privileges of the sacred character which had
been conferred upon him. Thus, as everywhere else, in

a primitive society, the priest, who for this purpose
carried on a peculiar business, established himself in

the house and built up a separate house of his own on
the outskirts of the sanctuary. The temple, which is a
house, became the dominant house in the community
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