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Airwest Flight 49 Marine Airwest Flight 49
was a scheduled flight between St. Louis,

Missouri and Las Vegas, Nevada. It took off
on January 3, 1960. Flight 49 crashed into
the Rio Grande River on March 16, 1960,

killing all six people on board. Aircraft The
Douglas DC-3 was operating under 14 CFR

91.207, "Crew size not to exceed 4". It
departed St. Louis at 8:22 AM. Accident The
aircraft crashed into the Rio Grande river on

a local flight from the St. Louis Municipal
Airport to Las Vegas. It was a clear sunny

day with visibility of 10–20 miles and winds
between. The flaps of the DC-3 were set on
25 degrees. The captain reported a large
amount of smoke and an oil leak that was
pouring down the left side of the fuselage.

The aircraft came to a stop and was listing to
the left side. It was soon discovered that the
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fire had spread to the center fuel tank. The
aircraft was on fire for several hours and

ultimately sank. The crash occurred at 10:46
AM. Aftermath None of the six crew

members survived. The United States Civil
Aeronautics Board (CAB) investigation of the

cause of the crash concluded that the
evidence did not establish that the fire was

caused by negligence on the part of the
company or its pilot, although the CAB's

investigation "reported considerable
evidence that the airplane was on fire, that
an attempt was made to extinguish the fire

and that many shots were fired into the
fuselage." The investigation also revealed

that the aircraft's maintenance records
showed that the engine was overhauled on
September 26, 1958, the exhaust system

was inspected on February 2, 1959, and the
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various batteries were changed by an
aircraft mechanic on February 25, 1959.

Passengers and
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