
A Complete Guide to Long Residence ILR: 

Securing Permanent Residency in the UK 

If you have lived in the UK for an extended period, you may be eligible for long residence ILR 

(Indefinite Leave to Remain). This form of permanent residency is available to individuals who 

have resided in the UK for a long period, offering the chance to live and work in the country 

without any time restrictions. Let’s explore what long residence ILR is, the eligibility criteria, and 

the application process. 

What is Long Residence ILR? 

Long residence ILR refers to the immigration status granted to individuals who have lived in 

the UK for a continuous period of at least 10 years. Once granted, it gives the individual the right 

to remain in the UK indefinitely without the need to extend visas or apply for work permits. Long 

residence ILR is an essential pathway for those who wish to settle permanently in the UK after a 

long stay. 

 

 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/long-residence-ilr/25.html


Eligibility Criteria for Long Residence ILR 

To apply for long residence ILR, applicants must meet specific criteria, including: 

1. 10 Years of Continuous Stay: You must have lived legally in the UK for a continuous 

period of 10 years. The 10-year period can include time spent on different types of visas, 

as long as there have been no significant breaks in your stay. 

2. No More Than 180 Days of Absences per Year: While the applicant has been living in 

the UK, they should not have been absent from the country for more than 180 days in 

any 12-month period during the 10-year period. 

3. Legal Stay in the UK: Your stay in the UK must be legal throughout the 10 years. This 

means you must have held valid visas or immigration status throughout your time in the 

country. 

4. Good Character Requirement: Applicants must demonstrate that they have not been 

involved in serious criminal activity or immigration violations. A criminal record or 

violation of UK immigration rules may result in the refusal of the application. 

5. English Language Proficiency: You will need to prove your ability to understand and 

communicate in English by passing an approved language test or by submitting 

evidence of English qualifications. 

The Long Residence ILR Application Process 

The process of applying for long residence ILR can be complex, so it’s highly advisable to seek 

legal assistance from immigration experts. The application involves completing the necessary 

forms, submitting supporting documents, and attending an interview if required. Key steps in the 

process include: 

1. Document Preparation: You will need to gather documents that prove your continuous 

residence in the UK for 10 years, such as visa records, passports, utility bills, and 

tenancy agreements. 

2. Completing the Application Form: The application for long residence ILR requires 

careful completion of the appropriate forms. It’s essential that all information is accurate, 

as mistakes or omissions can delay the process or lead to a refusal. 

3. Biometric Information: As part of the application process, you will need to provide 

biometric information, such as fingerprints and a photograph. 

4. Submitting the Application: Once your application is complete, you must submit it 

along with your supporting documents and pay the application fee. Processing times for 

long residence ILR applications can vary, but you can expect it to take several months. 

 

 

 



Benefits of Long Residence ILR 

Obtaining long residence ILR offers several benefits: 

1. Permanent Stay in the UK: Once granted, long residence ILR allows you to live in the 

UK permanently without the need for visa renewals. 

2. Access to Public Services: Those with long residence ILR are entitled to access public 

services, including healthcare, education, and social security. 

3. Freedom to Work and Study: Long residence ILR allows you to work in any job, study 

at any institution, and engage in business activities without restrictions. 

4. Pathway to British Citizenship: After holding long residence ILR for one year, you may 

be eligible to apply for British Citizenship. 

Challenges in the Long Residence ILR Application 

While long residence ILR offers numerous benefits, the application process can be challenging. 

Some common issues applicants face include: 

1. Documentary Evidence: It’s essential to provide comprehensive documentation that 

supports your continuous residence in the UK. Missing or incomplete records can cause 

delays or refusals. 

2. Absences from the UK: Exceeding the limit on absences from the UK during the 

qualifying period can disqualify you from applying for long residence ILR. 

3. Good Character Requirements: Criminal convictions, immigration violations, or lapses 

in legal stay could jeopardize your application. 

Conclusion: Achieving Long Residence ILR 

For individuals who have lived in the UK for a decade or more, long residence ILR is a vital 

pathway to securing permanent residency. It offers significant benefits, such as the right to live 

and work in the UK indefinitely, access to public services, and the possibility of British 

Citizenship. 

Navigating the process of applying for long residence ILR can be complex, so it’s important to 

seek professional advice from experienced immigration solicitors. At visaandmigration.com, we 

provide expert legal services to guide you through every step of the ILR application process, 

ensuring the best possible outcome for your case. 
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