
An Overview of Venezuela's Export Environment 
The oil industry still plays a significant role in Venezuela’s economy. With exports of almost 
US$13.6 billion in 2024, the country’s export value nearly doubled over the previous five years, 
indicating a robust recovery in foreign demand. Based on Import Globals’ research 
on Venezuela Import Data, nearly four-fifths of export revenue came from mineral fuels, mostly 
crude oil and allied petroleum products, which dominated the export mix. This focus highlights 
how closely Venezuela’s economic fortunes fluctuate in tandem with the world’s oil markets. 

Mineral Fuels: The Foundation of International Trade 

The most significant export sector for Venezuela is unquestionably mineral fuels, which include 
crude petroleum and its derivatives. This category produced around US$10.8 billion in 2024, or 
over 80% of total exports. According to Venezuela Export Data by Import Globals, Crude oil 
alone accounted for the majority of this category, accounting for more than 72% of total export 
values. The importance of oil to Venezuela’s export-based economy underscores the nation’s 
wealth of natural resources as well as its susceptibility to fluctuations in oil prices. 

Steel, Iron, and Organic Substances 

Venezuela’s second-largest export categories, aside from petroleum, are significantly smaller 
but noteworthy. In 2024, as per Venezuela trade data by Import Globals, exports of iron and 
steel generated about US $456 million in revenue, while organic chemicals contributed an 
additional US $447 million in export value. Despite being small in comparison to oil, these 
industries suggest possible routes for diversification, especially in the areas of industrial and 
chemical processing. 

Aluminum and Fish: New Export Markets 

About US $314 million was exported as metal, while about US $367 million was sent as fish 
products. Venezuela Customs Data by Import Globals indicates that these sectors contribute to 
Venezuela’s larger effort to develop the non-oil industry in addition to being valued in and of 
themselves. Outcomes from mining and fishing in particular show the nation’s attempts to use 
its natural resources in ways other than hydrocarbons to boost economic resilience. 

Who Purchases Exports from Venezuela? 

About half of Venezuela’s exports in 2023 came from the United States, making it its biggest 
export partner. Deep commercial and historical linkages in the energy sector are reflected in this 
sizeable proportion. Although precise export share numbers are not provided in the most recent 
statistics, China remains a major market for Venezuelan oil. Additionally, as per Venezuela 
trade data, Venezuelan oil has been regularly imported by India, which frequently steps in when 
supply and pricing circumstances coincide, particularly through long-standing refining 
relationships. Venezuela’s main export markets are the United States, China, and India, 
particularly for its hydrocarbon exports. 

Conclusion 

With little to no activity in industries like metals, chemicals, seafood, and generic agricultural 
products, Venezuela’s export economy is mostly reliant on mineral fuels. Financial fragility 

https://www.importglobals.com/venezuela-Import-data
https://www.importglobals.com/venezuela-Export-data


linked to global pricing and geopolitical dynamics is highlighted by oil’s dominance. Export 
diversification efforts are still limited; although fish, organic compounds, and iron and steel offer 
some benefits, they do not substantially reduce dependency on petroleum income. Although 
negotiating sanctions, licensing, and international policy continues to influence trade flows, 
export alliances with the United States, China, and India remain crucial. Import Globals is a 
leading data provider of Venezuela import export trade data. Subscribe to Import Globals to get 
more global trade details! 

FAQs 

1. What are the top three exports from Venezuela? 

Ans. With more over US $10.8 billion in 2024, mineral fuels, including crude oil and petroleum 

products, take the lead by far. Organic chemicals come in third at roughly US $447 million, 
followed by iron and steel at about US $456 million. Aluminum and fish are other significant but 
less significant sources. 

2. To what extent does Venezuela’s oil industry dominate its export mix? 

Ans. Very prevalent, nearly 80% of total export revenue comes from mineral fuels. Venezuela is 
one of the most oil-dependent exporters in the world, with almost 72% coming from crude oil 
alone. 

3. Which nations are Venezuela’s main export destinations? 

Ans. With around half of all exports coming from the US, it is the largest exporter. Venezuela’s 

primary export markets are China and India, which are also significant consumers of its energy 
and crude goods. 

4. Is Venezuela successfully diversifying its export-based economy? 

Ans. Even while industries like aluminum, seafood, organic chemicals, and iron and steel have 

expanded, they still make up a very minor portion of the total. Since non-oil exports only make 
up a modest portion of overall export value, true diversification is still restricted. 

5. Where can you obtain detailed Venezuela Export Data? 

Ans. Visit www.importglobals.com or email info@importglobals.com for more information on up-

to-date data. 
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